
Pragmatic Language  

Pragmatic language skills are important in understanding implied meanings of language, participating in a 

conversation, figuring your way through problems and solutions, and managing your reactions to certain 

situations. You have been working so hard in speech class on pragmatic skills. Here are some activities you can 

complete and discuss at home  

• My dad woke up on the wrong side of the bed.  (Is this an example of a simile, metaphor or idiom?)  

                      a. He woke up on the left side of the bed  

                      b. He is in a bad mood  

                      c. He woke up in a good mood  

• John is a bookworm.  (Is this an example of a simile, metaphor or idiom?) 

                      a. John is a worm  

                      b. John lives in a book 

                      c. John loves to read  

• I am as hungry as a horse.  (Is this an example of a simile, metaphor or idiom?) 

                      a. I am a horse  

                      b. I am really hungry  

                      c. I want to eat grass. 

• You are trying to listen in math class but the students behind you are talking. You try to ignore them but 

their conversation is distracting you.  

o What 2 things could you do? 

• Your gym teacher says that we will have a physical fitness test in one week. You will be tested on your 

ability to do push ups, sit-ups, and pull-ups. You don’t know how to do push ups and become nervous.  

o What are 2 things you can do to feel confident for your test?  

• Start a conversation with someone new at a birthday party, at school, or at the park.  

• What could you do or say to a new student in your class? 

• What are 3 ways you could relax when you get frustrated during class/home/on the bus?  

• List 5 things that are good to do when working in a group.  

• What are you most excited about this year in 5th grade? 

• What are you most anxious about this school year? 

o What can you do to become less anxious about this? 

 

Parents:  Above are examples of activities to further target pragmatic skills at home.  Feel free to think of 

different situations where your child would have to create a solution and discuss the consequences of each 

suggested solution.  Please feel free to call or email me with any questions!  Thank you!!  
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